MEN OF POWER

results: his own health is never strong again, and the
Bolsheviks are stronger than ever. For the people
throughout Russia suddenly realize how much the
success of their revolution depends upon Lenin and his
party. A great wave of affection rolls up from their
hearts, and they are more determined than ever to
resist the counter-revolutions.

And now a new crisis confronts him. Weakened by
the fearful losses of the great war, the devastation of
the famine, and the scarcity of food and materials
brought about by the blockade and the counter-revolu-
tions, the country in 1920 is on the verge of collapse.
The revolution has not had time to establish the new
order or to introduce the machinery needed to increase
production. Hunger again stalks the land. Here and
there a riot breaks out and shops are pillaged. Without
waiting for the trouble to spread, or even to secure the
approval of the other leaders of the party, Leuin de-
crees a New Economic Policy. Under its provisions
the central control of production and distribution is
relaxed; each peasant, instead of being required to put
his entire crop at the disposal of the state, is given a
definite quota to supply for the state's needs and allowed
to keep the surplus for private trading; former traders
and small merchants are permitted to resume business
and to make a certain amount of private profit; con-
cessions are granted to foreign capitalists to develop
industrial production. Here is a distinct compromise
with the old capitalistic system!
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